
Four Square Writing: A 
Versatile Organizational 

Strategy for Writers



Introduction to Four Square Writing
● Four Square Writing is a versatile prewriting and 

organizational strategy
● This strategy… 

○ Supports all types of writing and grade levels
○ Enhances organization, word choice, and detail in 

writing
○ Serves as a visual and kinesthetic aid to focus and 

structure writing
● How many of you have struggled with organizing your 

thoughts before writing?



Purpose of Four Square Writing
● Aids in prewriting and organizational skills
● Helps conceptualize, understand, and structure 

writing pieces
● Effective for sentences, paragraphs, or papers
● Supports independent writing once the format is 

learned
● Can you think of a recent writing assignment where 

this method might have been helpful?



Creating the Four Square
● Draw a four square grid on paper or digitally
● Place the main topic or idea in the center square
● Use remaining three squares for supporting 

details, examples, or reasons
● Add elaboration to each supporting detail as 

needed
● How might this visual organization help clarify 

your thoughts?



Step 1: Draw the Four Square
● Create a four square grid 
● Ensure squares are large enough for writing and 

elaboration
● Consider using different colors for each square if 

helpful
● What benefits do you see in using a visual 

organizer like this?



Step 2: Central Idea
● Place the main topic or idea in the center square

○ This becomes your topic sentence or thesis 
statement

● Keep it clear and concise
● How does starting with a central idea help focus 

your writing?



Step 3: Supporting Details
● Write supporting details, examples, or reasons in 

the remaining squares
● Ensure each detail relates directly to the central 

idea
● Aim for variety in your supporting points
● Can you think of a recent essay where you 

struggled to organize supporting details?



Step 4: Elaboration
● Add specific information, examples, or 

explanations to each supporting detail
○ This step helps to flesh out your ideas

● Consider using sub-points or bullet points within 
each square

● How might elaboration improve the quality of your 
writing?



Step 5: Paragraph Writing
● Use the information from the four squares to write 

your paragraph or essay
● Each square becomes a sentence or group of 

sentences
● Use transition words to connect ideas smoothly
● How do you think this method might improve the 

flow of your writing?



Do's of Four Square Writing
● Start with a clear topic sentence in the center box
● Ensure each supporting detail relates directly to 

the topic
● Use transition words when moving between ideas
● Add additional details as you become more 

comfortable with the method
● Which of these "do's" do you find most helpful?



Don'ts of Four Square Writing
● Don't include irrelevant information in supporting 

detail squares
● Don't let prewriting become tedious; it should 

facilitate efficient idea generation
● Don't assume this method replaces critical 

thinking and creativity
● Don't rigidly stick to a certain number of 

sentences per square
● Which of these "don'ts" do you think is most 

important to remember?



Adapting Four Square Writing
● Use for various writing tasks: essays, reports, 

presentations
● Adapt four square template based on writing type 

(e.g., argument, narrative)
● Incorporate digital tools for interactive four square 

templates
● How might you adapt this method for your specific 

writing needs?



Troubleshooting Common Issues
● Issue: Difficulty generating ideas

○ Solution: Use brainstorming techniques before 
creating the four square

● Issue: Overcomplicating the structure
○ Solution: Start simple, add complexity as you 

become more comfortable
● What other challenges might you anticipate when 

using this method?



Practice Exercise
● Choose a topic you're currently working on or 

interested in
● Create a Four Square outline for a short essay on 

this topic
● Share your outline with a partner and discuss how 

it helped organize your thoughts
● How did this exercise change your approach to 

organizing your writing?



Conclusion and Next Steps
● Four Square Writing is a flexible tool for improving 

writing organization
● Practice regularly to maximize benefits
● Adapt the method to suit your individual writing 

needs
● How do you plan to incorporate Four Square 

Writing into your future writing projects?



Interested in learning more? 
Check out WritingClassroom.org


