
Implementing the STAR 
Strategy: 

A Guide for New Teachers



Why Acronyms Help Students Improve 
Their Writing
● Helps students anchor 

their thinking
● Helps with cognitive load
● Supports students in being 

independent learners



Purpose of STAR Strategy
○ Supports the 

organization of written 
responses 

○ Incorporates textual 
evidence effectively

○ Explains and analyzes 
evidence clearly



Recommendations for Instruction
● STAR Anchor Chart 

displayed 
● Icons and color coding 
● Providing graphic 

organizers 
● Supplying sentence 

starters





Student Practice 
● Provide differentiated STAR 

checklists Facilitate peer 
revising using the STAR 
strategy 

● Guide independent revision 
with student writing samples

● Utilize the STAR Graphic 
Organizer and Guided 
Sentence Frame Bank 

● Allow Oral Star Responses 
before writing 



Options for Assessing Students 
on the STAR strategy



Student Facing-Peer Review Checklist



Explicit 3 Point 
Rubric 



Recommended Practices



6 Do’s for Teaching STAR 
● Teach each step explicitly using think-alouds and real 

examples
● Use direct quotes and paraphrasing practice
● Give feedback on each component (S, T, A, R)
● Create visual supports: anchor charts, graphic organizers, 

and color-coded checklists
● Incorporate peer discussion before writing
● Celebrate growth!



Avoid these 6 Don’ts when Teaching 
STAR 
● Don’t skip the modeling phase
● Don’t assume students can analyze without support
● Don’t accept vague, unsupported answers
● Don’t Introduce STAR as one big chunk
● Don’t make STAR feel like a checklist
● Don’t use STAR only in isolated writing tasks



Additional Suggestion
● Allow for free writing in addition to structured 

revision assignments
● Talk about the revision process as an iterative 

process
● Share about the process authors go through to 

publish with credible sources



Adapting COPS for Different Learners
● Using Visuals or Icons for STAR Strategy Steps
● Chunked Examples for Each STAR Step
● Color-Coding Responses
● Digital Graphic Organizer 



Troubleshooting Common STAR 
Challenges

Students skip 
analysis

Model deeper thinking with 
examples

Responses are too 
short

Encourage elaboration with 
sentence starters

Students struggle to 
find evidence

Pre-select quotes or highlight 
key parts of the text



Next Steps 
● Read the report, Writing Next: Effective Strategies to 

Improve Writing of Adolescents in Middle and High 
Schools

● Listen to the podcast on mastering STAR
● Review the one-page summary handout
● Plan your STAR implementation timeline
● How will you measure the success of STAR in your 

classroom?


